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To THE 


LORD PE NR H x N. 
55 N 2 a 22 * 2 * 3 Q / * \ N 


Mr Lonp, 


ALTHOUGH I have not the Honour 
10 be known to Hour Lordſhip, Jam led to hope, 
that the fincerity of thy wiſhes, for the Welfare of 
my Country; and the good of the Engli iſh We eft-India 
Iflands; may in ſome meaſure apologize, for any 
ſeeming neſs of i improper freedom in me ; in the Dedi- 
cation of the following ſheets, to Your Lordſhip: 


Knowing your zealous endeavours to prevent the ill 


conſequences, which threaten this Kingdom, by the 
| attempts in practice for the abolition of the African 
Trade in the Britiſh Settlements; ] have collected 


ſuch obſervations, on the treatment of the Negroes 


in thoſe places; which ] have been able to make, 
during the ſpace of Twentz-one Tears refidence there. 
Great part of which Time, I was employed in the 


capacity 


| 
| 
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capacity of both Overſeer and Manager of different 


Plantations, in thoſe Iſlands. The treatment of 
Negroes, in conſequence, came more immediately un- 


der my knowledge ; was a particular part of my at- 
tention; and ſhall be happy if the following remarks 
en that Subject, may in the leaſt meaſure operate 10 
| aſſiſt the endeavours of Your Lordſhip, for the bene- 
fit of the Britiſb Colonies; and defeat the ill defigns 
oppoſed to their exiſtence. 


1 an, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
J Humble andObedient 


Servant, 


F HOMAS ATWOOD. 


_ London, 23d. of May, 1783 · 
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' OBSERVATIONS 
— 


O F 


TREATMENT & USAGE 


NEGROE SLAVE. 


3 a ſet of Men, un- 


der the appearance of being actuated by motives 


of Humanity; are induſtriouſſy endeavouring 


to ruin the Engliſh Weſt- India Iflands, and con- 
triving to leſſen the importance of thoſe Settle- 


ments to Great Britain. It eſſentially concerns 
this Nation, and eſpecially the majority of peo- 

ple compoſing it, who from their unacquainted- 
neſs with the Nature of the ſituation df the Ne- 
groes in the Engliſh Plantations in that part of 


the World, are liable to be drawn away by the 


inſinuations, for the cauſes of theſe deſigns; to 
BY: 
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5 
pay a due attention to the nature of this bufineſs; 


and not raſhly give their Votes in favor of mea- 
ſures, ſo replete with ill conſequences, to the 


Welfare of this Kingdom. 


In order the better to come at a praper know- 
ledge in this reſpe&, it will be neceſſary to be 
informed of the circumſtances relative to the 
ſtate of the Slaves, in the Britiſh Colonies; the 
treatment they receive from their Maſters ; with 
the nature and extent of their Labours; and by 
the way making ſuch compariſon of their ſitua- 
tion with that of people in general in this Coun- 
try; together with the difference in point of de- 
firableneſs of that ſituation, in preference to 
what, the Negroes are ſubject to, in Africa; 
as may enable us to form a competent judge- 
ment, concluſive in favor of the treatment of 
thoſe people, in the Weſt-Indies ; notwithſtand- 
ing the laboured attempts for a belief of the 
contrary; calculated to impoſe on this Nation, 


For this purpoſe, it will be proper to obſerve 
that in the Plantations, the ſlave is in every 
reſpect, - as much the object of the attention of 
his owner, as is the Stock which compoſe the 
property of the Farmer in this country ; for the 
Purpoſe of carrying on the bufineſs of his Farm, 
Which to neglect, ill treat, or abuſe, would 
equally operate to his diſadvantage, as a ſimilar 

* Us adds 


A 


mode of cobdukt in the Planter would be de- 
ſtructive to his intereſt. So alſo, taking the 
ſituation of a ſlave, into conſideration as a ſer- 
vant; it would be the height of preſumption to 
ſuppoſe the Planter, to be ſo wholly ungoverned.. 
by every principle of humanity, to ſay nothing 
of his want of regard to himſelf; as by cruely 
to and ill treatment of his ſlave; he would in 
the firſt inſtance, forfeit every pretenſion to, and 
and in the other expoſe himſelf to the loſs of a 


very conſiderable property, 5 a conduct ſo 
very inconſiſtent 


Beſides, the Slave is protected by the Laws 

of the Colonies; no maſter having authority 
to diſmember or take away the life of his ſlave; 
ſor ſhould he tranſgreſs in either inſtance, that 


maſter is liable to trial and condemnation, as a 
Felon 1 is in this country. 


Theſe Laws are in a particular manner calcu-- 
lated for the benefit of the flaves. A robbery 
committed by an individual of them, which in 
England, to a ſmall amount, is Death; is in 
no caſe inflicted in the Colonies, unleſs the pro- 
perty ſtolen, be of the value of Five. Pounds. 
This valuation is made previous to the trial of 
the oftender, by two reſpectable white Inhabi- 
tants ; and ſhould they bring ia the damage to 
a leſs amount, the culprit is liable only to be 
publickly whipped. 


(4) 
So attentive are maſters for the preſervation 
of the Lives of their ſlaves, that they often ſub- 
mit to a conſiderable loſs on theſe occaſions; by 
the tranſportation of their ſlaves, who have traſ- 
greſted theſe laws; particularly in caſes that will 
admit of the leaſt extenſion of mercy. As in 
_ the crime of running away, from their ſervice, 
for tlie ſpace of three months; to which the for- 
feiture of life is annexed ; but is very often 
changed for the former. This ſeldom affects 
the ſlave, but is often injurious to the maſter ; 
as 12 the one inſtance he would be paid the value 
of his ſlave by the Colony, but in the other he 
nruſt be a conſiderable loſer ; beſides leſſening 
the conſequence of his property to his Plan- 
tet ion. "2.3 | 


In otter reſpects, the greatef attention is 
paid to the welfare of the Slaves, in the Co- 
tones; cheriſhed and protected by their ma- 
ſters, with their families, equally the care of 
the former as of themſelves; whoſe attach- 
ment to their offspring it would be folly to 
doubt ; their fituation is far from being un- 
enviable. If induſtrious and well inclined, 
they are encouraged with every degree of ten- 
terneſs; if lazy or badly” diſpoſed, moderate 
correction is the only conſequence ; and not, 
by abandoning them for the failings of human 

| nature 
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CSI 
nature; expoſe them to the commiſſion of 
Crimes inimical to the Laws of God and man. 


The Labours of the Negroes in the Planta- 
tions, differ widely in point of hard{hips, from 
thoſe endured by the Farmer or Artificer of 
this country; and is unattended with that de- 


gree of wretchedneſs, too commonly annexed 


to the Situation of the latter. Who the mo- 
ment they awake, often at midnight, go to 
their daily taſk ; which with little intermiſſion 
is ſeidom finiſhed, at the time the Negroes are 
at their perfect repoſe. Nay, I, frequently ſce 
numbers of labouring white people, in this me- 
tropolis; at work the whole night through, 


and on Sabbath days, which practice is hell Fa. 


diſallowed in the Weſt-Indies. 


The Negroe goes to his labour, each morn- 
ing at Sun- riſe, is allowed a proper time for bis 


breakfaſt, has two full hours for dinner, and 


to refreſh himſelf ; after which he labours only 


till Sun-ſet, which in the Weſt-Indies, in the 


longeſt ſcaſon, 1s between fix and ſeven o'clock; 
and has till next morning between five and fx 
wholly at his own diſpoſal. Except in Cron 
time, when making Sugar; which proceſs re- 


quires much watching; but then thoſe employ- 


ed the one day, are relieved by others the neut; 
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or have a proper time allowed them, for Heep 
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in the day time; which is a benefit the white 
overſeers employed in the ſame buſineſs, have 
ſeldom an opportunity to enjoy throughout the 
Crop; but are obliged to be preſent night and 
day during, that proceſs. Beſides the Negroes 
at work making the Sugar; are allowed by their 
maſters, a double portion of proviſion ; in com- 
penſation for their being taken from the culti- 
vation of their A", during that period: 


Fach Slave has a i pot of Ground affigned him 
by the maſter in his Plantation, for a Garden. 
In which is produced Yams, Potatoes, Caſſa- 
da, and other kinds of proviſion of that Cli- 
mate, Peaſe, Cabbages, Turnips, Carrots, Sal- 
lads, Herbs and all other European vegetables; 
beſides breeding Hogs, Goats; Fowls and other 
articles of Stock, from the ſale of which in the 
markets; they are enabled to live very comfort- 
ably, and have likewiſe a weekly allowance 
of proviſions from their maſter. | 


The latter furniſhes their Negroes with cloths 
neceſſary for them, and to guard them from the 
inclemencies of the weather; alfo provides them 
with a Doctor, Medicines and every thing pro- 
per for them when fick ; and if ſuperannuated 
by age or diſorder, he is obliged to maintain 
them and by the laws prevented from leaving 
them 


755 


hem deſtitute, or becoming: an incumbrance . 
he Colony. 


For the cultivation of their Gardens, they 
re allowed generally a day in each week; moſt- 
von Saturdays, or in Crop time on any day 
1at can be ſpared from the making of Sugar. 
eſides the ſpare time of the two hours allowed 
hem each day for dinner, and refreſhment 
rom labour for their maſters. And on Sundays 
hey are at liberty to cultivate them, or carry | 
their produce to market. 


This they do with a degree of induſtry, equal 
to that of the Farmer in this Country; and I 
have often with great ſatisfaction been witneſs | 
to the happineſs they enjoy, from the diſpoſal 
of their different articles, and the pleaſure they 
ſeem to experience after coming from market, 
with the money they had received from the pro- 
duce of their Gardens; with drums, dancing 
and merriment ſpending the Evening with their 
fellow ſervants on theſe Joyful occaſions, 


Every Negro family, has a Houſe to refide 
in, built by their Maſter in his Plantation, con- 
ſiſting of two or more appartments. Theſe 
Houſes it is his Intereſt to have properly fituated, 
well covered, clean and kept in repair; for the 


Jealth and convenience of his Slayes, Many 
of 


35 


of whom, from the produce of their Garden * | 
Stock; build themſelves very comfortable 
wooden Dwellings; ſuperior in neatneſs and 
convenience, to thoſe in which nnmbers of 
White people reſide, in the Colonies, or even 
in England. 


— 


Satisfied with their ſituation, and from every 
obſeryation 1 have been able to make, during 
'Twenty-one Years reſidence among them; they 
appear to be perfectly contented with the Lot, 
which Providence ſeems to have deſtined for 
them; the Idea of what we term Freedom barely 
exiſting among thoſe people; but as it hag 
been raiſed by their Knowledge of theſe infidi- 
us endeavours, ſaid to be exerted by motives 
of Humanity. 


FThis Knowledge they derive, from perſons 
in general of their own Colour, many of whom, 
being themſelves liberated by the conſequences 
of the late unfortunate War in America ; com- 
ing from this Country to the Colonies, report 
among the Slayes, the meaſures here in practice 
for the abolition of the Slave Trade. Thereby 
engaging their deſires for a ſituation, they have 
heretofore been ſtrangers to; and of which very 
few of thoſe people ſo liberated, have been able 
to reap any benefit from in this Country. But 
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as is welt known put the Government to an 


enormous expence to get rid of, by tranſport- 


ing them to Africa, as a ſet of people incapable 


of any ſervice to the State; and only a 8 


on it. for their ſupport and Maintenance. 


"In the Bn the generallity of free peo- 


ple of Colour, are by the Slaves conſidered in 
a very unfavourable ſtate of eſteem; for many 
of them, being of a lazy and vicious diſpoſition; ; 
the men in general being much addicted to 
Gaming. Drunkenneſs, and Debauchery; an 
the Women ſupporting themſelves chieſly, by. 
means the moſt infamous to the Sex; are ac- 
cord ingly held by the Slaves i in the moſt | per- 
fect deteſtation. 


Not only on this ſeers, but alſo fiüm this* 
treatment the latter too often experience; whe 
ſo unfortunate to belong to the former. Whe 


are remarkable in general for a mode of treating 


their Slaves. although of their own Colour ; 
with a ſeverity excelling White people. And 
from my own Knowledge in this refpect, Iam 
perſuaded, that the notions here prevalent of. 
cruelty being exerciſed on the Slaves in the 
Plantations; has been chiefly engaged, by the 
practiſe of that circumſtances ;. too commor 
among many free 2 of Colour there. Hs 
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lt being foreign to my purpoſe, to notice 
the treatment of Negroes, on board the Ships 
that bring them from Africa; as a matter to 
which Iam quite a ſtranger; but which how- 
ever appears to me, to be unattended with thoſe 
horrid circumſtances, endeavoured to be im- 
poſed, as abſolutely the praQtife of perſons uſing 
that Taade. For this cauſe, that it ſeems en- 
tirely irreconcilable to my Ideas of propriety ; 


to ſuppoſe ſuch perſons, could act with ſuch 
inconſiſtency for the promotion of their In- 
tereſts; as even to neglect taking every care of 


of a confiderable property, in which they are 
themſelves always materially concerned. But 
ſhall confine myſelf to making ſuch obfervations 
on the ſituations of Negroes in Africa, their 


own proper Country ; as may ſerve to ſhew the 


difference from that they enjoy in the Englſn 
Settlements, as d preferable + to the 


5 other. 
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By che moſt authentic acoounts, from num- 


| bers of reſpectable perſons in England, and 


other parts of Europe; perſons, who have re- 
fided in Afriea, and were eye witneſs to the 
facts. We find Negroes, are expoſed in that 
country, to the moſt abject and cruel ſituation, 
Human nature is capable of undergoing. Sub- 


ject to the tyranny of their Kings, Princes and 


Cheifs; 


— 
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Chiefs; Who often ſacrifice whole villages' of 
People to their capricious and arbitary diſpofi- 
tions. Taking them captives, either for offer- 
ings in their idolatrous worſhips; after murder- 
ing them with ehe moſt ſhocking circumſtances 
of horror; or ſelling them for flaves to other 
Nations. Not only this, but in rhe remote 
parts of Afﬀtica; human carcaſſes are expoſed to 
ſale, as beef or mutton, is in the Enghifh mar- 


kets; and human fleſh deroured, by the wrerch⸗ 


yo natives of thoſe — . i tl T. 


Incredible as this matter nt appear, ate" 
idea of that cuſtom reprobated' as it is, "by peo 
ple in this country; as a thing 1 im poſhible t toe 
practiſed. It is however no leſs true, and from 
my own knowledge of the-commillion of FUE 
cixcumſtances, in two inftances in the Weft- Iz 


dies; Jam perſuaded of the exiſtence of that 


diabolical vn mug th in uſe among th re "Nee 


— 


2 in Africa. e 1114 W 
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| Tu firſt vt _ 88 1 W act 
in the Iſland of Antigua; and was tranſacted by 


cw ˖ç N egroes lately purchaſed at that time by am 


eminent Planter in that Iſtand: T heſe wretches” 
ſavage as the moſt wild beaſt, although treatec; 


dy their maſter, with every tenderneſs and care? 


unuſed to that life of civilization among his? 
* negromhy ſoon after being in his poſſe Ron, 
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abſented 
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abſenced themſelves from his Plantation! When, 
after ſome time being miſſing, they were appre- 
hended ; and on them was found, the joint 
bones of the fingers and toes, with the ſkulls. of 
ſeveral human bodies ; which theſe Cannibals 
had murdered and devoured, in their. receſs in 
the woods ; where they had been hid, while ab- 
ſent from the ſervice of their maſter. They 
were both executed for this horrid tranſaction; 
and I was preſent at the time of their execution. 


The other, happened in the Iſland of Dom. 
nica, at the time that unfortunate Iſland fell in- 
to the hands of the French, in the late unhappy 
War. The Negroes, encouragad by the Mar- 
quis Du Chilleau, the French Governor, fro 
his hatred to the Engliſh Inhabitants; cauſed 
the flaves to rebel againſt their maſters, wefe 
provifioned and armed by him, for the purpoſe 
of executing his barbarous defigns, of murder- 
ing all the Engliſh ; in caſe that Iſland had been 
attacked by the Britiſh Army and Fleet,, which 
he then momently expected. Among theſe re- 
bels was a Negroe Chief, whoſe practice t was, 
to ſteal, murder, and eat the bodies of Children, 
who were ſo unfortunate as to fall in his ways” 
This monſter in human ſhape, after-having ab. 
ſolutely devoured the bodies of feveral Children; 
whoſe fleſh it appears, he preferred to any 
other, it was eminent in his power to procure? 
: Was 


0 13 * 


was at lengeh detected in the fact, and ſhot by 


his own people ; from many of whom J have had 
this relation of the matter, corroborated with 


proper demonſtrations of the certainty of the 


circumſtance; too reſpectable to be the leaſt 
doubted 


The Negroes, from Africa, by their intro- 


duction in the Britiſh Colonies, are entirely freed 


from that dreadful fituation to which they are 


expoſed, in their own country; and are relea- 


ſed from the apprehenſion of ever-ſuffering a fi- 
milar fate among white people. They are ſoon 


ſenfible of their happineſs in the change; and 1 
have often ſeen them, ſhrink with horror at the 


very thoughts of W to their own country. 


It is true, ie is a proper diſcipline neceſ- 
ſary to be kept up 2mong them in the Planta- 
tions. But when it is conſidered, that in all 


States, puniſhments are requiſite to be inflict- 


ed; to deter from the commiſſion of crimes ini- 
mical to the government; ſo the Colonies can- 
not be ſaid to be ſingular in that reſpect. But 
when it is known, as is abſolutely the caſe; that 
the practice of this diſcipline to thoſe people, is 
wholly unattended with thoſe barbarrities that 
18 endeavoured to be eſtabliſhed, as the practice 
in the Engliſh Weſt-India Iflands, I make no 
| doubt 
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doubt, but that in the judgement of impartial 


perſons, in this country; the Weſt-India Plan- 


ter will be honorably acquitted of thoſe inſidu- 
"ous aſperſions, endeavoured to be fixed on that 
extenſive and reſpectable body of Engliſhmen. 


I ſhall for the preſent, conclude theſe obſer- 


- vations on this important buſineſs; by aſking 
the advocates for the abolition of the ſlave 


trade. In what manner they intend to provide 


for carrying on the cultivation of Sugars and 


other valuable produce- of the Weſt-Indies; in 
caſc their meaſures, ſhould be ſucceſsful; and 
productive of no other ill conſequences to the 
welfare of this Kingdon ; 3 than what may operate 
to the diſadvantage of the Weſt-India Mer- 
chants and Planters? 


Ho do they wok replacing the certain 
lofs of labour, after the Negroes are liberated 
by their means? Is it by ſending greater num- 
bers of people from this country, than hereto- 
fore to the Colonies, for theſe purpoſes ? They 
may imagine theſe matters eaſily accommodated; 
but they will find in the end; that altho' ae 
may depopulate Great Britain; they will never 
be able to advantage in the leaſt reſpect, the 
Weſt- India Iſlands, independent of the African 
| trade. And from my own experience in the 
courſe 


1 


courſe of Twenty-one years reſidence in the 


Weſt-Indies; during which time, I have, it 
may be ſaid, ſeen the Iſlands twice buried in 


the loſs of their white inhabitants; very few 


of the vaſt numbers I was acquainted with on 
my firſt coming there, being now alive, from 
the inclemencies of that Climate, fo fatal to 
European conſtitutions. I am perſuaded, that 
the major part of thouſands, they may be able 
to ſend there one year, they will have to replace 
the next; and that their attemps to carry on the 
cultivation of thoſe ſettlemets without N egroe 
ſlaves ; will be entirely fruitleſs, 


1 NETM 


